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The document is divided into seven parts for 


erpretation. 
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(Part 1.) 
The whete eare 


The Clerke of ye markett 


shall make vroclamacon yt Too craynes ma= keth ye xvi vte 
4 : . s . — ———— ou x ~ 
artificers & vitulars shall of a penny. 


followe: ye Cowrt and keve 
ther markett & yt no man do 


troble them but to take yt The Conage 
in ye market nlace uvon payn. of ye mynte 


ffower graynes maketh the viii pt of a penny. 


This clerke sercheth every 
moneth upon the rule of 
ryette that Ben used in the 


contry by ye covornantes The iiii ote of a nenny 
of all ye kinges howsholde & is a farthinge. 


it to recorde to the Lorde 
Stewarde Treasuror & co'troller 
of the howsholde. 


xvi graynes an halneny, the halveny wth ye veny and halpeny and 
the farthinge is all poore mens, upvon all manner of vitelers of this 
realne. 


ANIOe Lidia atten Ge, ee 


The Cuynars to be sworne sspeciallie yt ye thirde pte of ye Bullion Be made 
in halvens & farthings. 

yt is to saie that one half of the 

saide third in halvens & ye 


other half in farthings ee theern es 


(ot NPG: OECD ular WY CACO SO a atasainen 


2.2 )8 2 ee Se Sw Se CRAs Sh) OC SS . 


seeess the peny & farthing maketh the xvi pte of an unce. 
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12th year of Henry ViIs rei-=n (Eve. 44973 
(Part 1.) 
The Clerk of the market shall make a The Wheat sar 
proclamation that Artificers and 
Victuallers’ must obey the Court and 2 grains weish 1/16th of 
hold their market, and that no one is a penny .? 


to disturb them, but they are to hold 
it in the market vlace, uvon vain of 


ft al 2 e a 3 
3 the Coinage of th fe 
punishment. inag re e Mint 


8th of 


4 crains weich 1 
a nenny. 


This Clerk searches every month accord- 
ing to the rule of the Riot Act” that is 
used in this Country, by the law of 

the King's ousehold,® so that he can 
revort to the Lord Steward Treasurer 

and Controller of the lousehold. 


The 4th vart of a venny is 
called a farthine. 
eee eeneeepememeeeseemenae som aoemcnsendial ce 


16 srains eaual the weictht of 
a_half-venny. The halfnenn 


4th year lienry IVs reisn, Chanter 10 ee ee penny 
te Nee seen. VOR YEED. 10) with the venny and farthine 


The coiners are to swear on oath that are used by all voor men, to 
they will make a third of the bullion pay all sorts of victuallers 
into half-vennies and farthinss. of this Realm. 


That is to say that one half of the 
third must be half-vennies and the 
other half must be farthings of ..... 


SS Se OSS ORES R Oh PE wee ee Ore OES © Oe ae ee 


seeereeceeoeees the nenny and farthing tocether equal 1/16th of an ounce. 


7 
The Penny Sterling. 


(The annotated numbers refer to the notes.) 


( Part 2.) 


Alle suche Ca's as ye Clerke 

of the market taketh in ev'y 
market towne for ye kinge by 
xii men for ye v'ce of grayne & 
by call to be delyver'd into - 
ye Countinge howse under ye 
seale of his office ev'y moneth 
and as ofte as nede requireth. 
This clerke standeth for a 


squire of howseholde and 
Shall have his lv'ry, meat 
and darinke as other esquires 


hath. This clerke shal be en- 
quired of by ye lorde stewarde 
of howsholde whether ye clerke 
of ye market doo eny extorcion 
or make eny com'on fyne 
contrarye to the statutes ther 
uppon made. The firste fyne 

is v li, The second is x li. 
The thirde tyme to the Tower & 
paye xx i1. Anno vrdmo- hs 
Liii* Cap* xvii. who so di- 
sturbeth a foren or an Alyen 
for to sell fishe or fleshe in 
London or ells where in greate 
or in retayle shall lese xi li. 
And who that sueth shall have 
the one half. Anno xv R. ii 
Can* iiii* he that vbyeth mo- 
re fore the quarter then viii 
busshells rased shall forfate 
the corne to the kinge. Anno 
viii* h.vi* Canp* vt Everye 
towne must have a com'on ba- 
lans & weight & a com'on bus- 
shell by a chaine ensealed 
uppon paine of x2 li. An*xiiii 
Re Ca iiii*. One measure of 
corne wyne & ale be thorout 

ye realme uppnon payne of xi li. 
ADT On Sn cl ae ee 


Justicia quid est 


vi podere et me'sura 


Fultum uni cino retrbuere 
honeste vivere 
Alterum non ledere 


(Part 2.) 


The Clerk of the i.arket is to recieve 
oaths witnessed by twelve men, as to 
the price of grain, and have samovles 
delivered to the Counting House every 
month amas often as required. The 
Clerk is to, carry out this. duty,in 
every market town on behalf of the 
King, by the authority of his office: 
This Clerk is the equivalent of a 
squire of the king's household and 


is elligible for a uniform,’ food 


and drink, as other squires are. 
The Lord Steward of the Household is 


to check on the work of the Clerk of 
the iiarket to see that he does not 


commit extortion or imnose imovroper (Latin banners) 
fines. Yor such offences, the first 
fine is £5, the second is £10, and What is justice ? 


for a third offence he will be 
imprisoned in the Tower of London 
and fined 220. 

1st year Henry IVs reign, Chapter 1 measure. 
Anyone who disturbs a foreigner or an 
alien for selling fish or meat in 
London or elsewhere, wholesale’ or 
retail, shall be fined £40.!> Anyone 
who sues a disturber shall recieve a 
reward of half the fine. 

15th year Richard IIs reign, Chan. 4. 
Anyone who buys more than eizht 15 
levelled bushels for a quarter 
shall forfeit the corn to the King. 
8th year Henry VIs reign, Chapter 5. 
Every town must have public scales 
and weights and a nublic bushel 
measure secured by a chain, all 
verified, the penalty being £40. 

14th year Richard's reign Chan 4 
ieasures for corn, wine and ale are 
to be uniform throughout the Realm, 
the punishment being a fine of S40. 


ego t year Richard IIs reimn, Chav 10. 


11 To give to each man 
To live virtuously., i. weights and 


lot to harm another. 
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f Part Sie) 


This is the charce of the Clerke of the markette Cowrte 


for all manner weiznte measure and vytelars & Craftismen. 


ffyrst the cyse of a miller. yt his tolle dishe be sealed. asised &% excisenot. 


The cyse of a Baker. vi d.hyinge vi d.lowinge in ye v'ce of a qt wheat. 


The cyse of a Brewer. xii d.hyinge xii d.lowinge in ye p'ce of a qt malte. 
The cyse of a ffyssher. yt he sell no fishe but it be holsome for man. 

The cyse of a Bocher. yt he fective fleshe nor no excesse take. 

The cyse of a Inholder. yt he be a trew man his measure cysed & sealed. 
The cyse of a spicer & of a grocer. yt his ware Je clene garBelde. 

The cyse of a Tanner. yt he tanne ox leather and netes & calves. 

The cyse of a Taverner. yt his wyne be hole and holsome for man. 

The cyse of a Tallowchaundler. as tallowe hie & lowe so shall he sell. 

The cyse of a weaver. yt his weight Be trewe yt he weyeth by. 

The cyse of a collier. yt his sacke Be ii yardes &ye naile & iii q'ters brod. 
The cyse of a Cordenar. yt he make shoes and Botes of metyes leather. 

The cyse of a Tawyer. yt he shall tawe no' But shepes leather & deres. 


The cyse of a mercer, draper, taylor. yt their yerdes Be sealed. 

The cyse of Cuynars. they shall keve weight and numBer. 

The cyse of the master of the mynte. he shall holde none exchange. 

The cyse of Barbers. he shall caste no Bloude nor heare in ye strete. 
The cyse of Saddelers. yt they make good stuff for the kings veonle. 

The cyse of Bere brewers. yt they occupie no mustie corne. 

The cyse of goldesmithes. yt they make no deceytfull plate 

The cyse of vyttellers. yt they occupie good & holsome vitailes for man. 


The cyse that no manner of man nor woman shall forstalle 

nor regrate no man' thinge yt shulde come unto ye market nother 

by water nor lande. nor wth in ye towne nor wth out wherby the 
market shulde be ye worse and great hurte to ye com'ons 

to bye at ye secunde hande. This provided they to be amerced 

and judged to ye forme and statutes before rehearsed. Ordayned 

by ye kinge that all mayors, Sheriffs, Justices of peace, constables 
and Baillies of Cities, Townes & Villages do maintaine ye pin'isses 
Also ye fore written thinges be kept in ye kings behalf so that 

any man more or lesse agenst ye statut' before written in worde 
counsell helpe or favor presume to be taken & emp'soned as a 
disvisor of ye kings commandement% And be not dely'ved owt 

of ye prison till he be delyvared by the kinges commandcement 

or by his wrytt exvressed. 

Any man yt maketh takinge in ye kings name 

wth out comyssion shal be pnunysned as a fellon. 


iii scores & iii a hoggished vi scoore & vi a pipe ffor gaginge ye ton'e 
by ye gallo' of 
England xii score & xii gallons for a tonne. 


A hoggished ee 
D2P A Tonne 
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(Part 3.) 


This is the duty of the Clerk of the iiarket Court concerning all sorts of 
weights and measures, and victuallers and craftsmen. 
First the Assize of a Miller, is that his toll dish is verified and gietaaaets 
The assize of a Baker is 6nence hishing and 6pence lowing in the orice of a 
quarter of wheat.!7 
The assize of a 3rewer is 12pence nighing and 12vence lowing in the price of 
a quarter of malt .7 
The assize of a Fisher is that he should only sell fish that is fit for 
human consumovtion. 
The assize of a Butcher is that he should not sell defective meat and should 
not take an excessive tithe. 
The assize of an Innholder is that he must be honest and have his measure 
verified. 19 
The assize of a Spicer and a Grocer is that their goods are clean. 
The assize of a Tanner is that he should tan ox, cows and calves leather. 
The assize of a Taverner is that his wine is whole and fit for human consumption. 
The assize of a Tallow Chandler“is that his candles are priced according to 
the wholesale price of the tallow. 
The assize of a jjeaver is that he should weigh with accurate weights. 
The assize of a Collier is that the dimensions of his sack are to be 281/16th 
by 3/4 of a yard.** 
The assize of a Cordwainer is that he should make shoes and boots from 
cows leather.? 
The assize of a Tawyer is that he should tan only sheep and deer leather 2¢ 
The assize of a ilercer, Lraper and Tailor is that their yard measures must 
be verified. 
4th year denry IVs reign Chapter 10 
The assize of a Coiner is that he should make the correct number of coins 
of true weight. 
year Henry VIs reign, Chapter 4 A 
the assize of the iiaster of the iiint is that he shall hold none exchange. 26 
The assize of Barbers is that they must not throw blood and hair into the street. 
The assize of Saddlers is thet they must make high quality goods for people. 
The assize of Beer Brewers is that they must not use mouldy corn. 
4th year Henry IVs reign, Chapter 10 
The assize of Goldsmiths is that they must not make goods from debased metal. 
The assize of Victuallers is that they must use good food fit for human 
consumption. 
The assize that no man or woman shall buy before the market is onen, nor buy 
and re-sell anything within the market, nor sell inside or outside the town 
in such a way that the ee will be fiend or hardship caused to the neovle 
from buying at second hand.*® cffenders are to be fined?’ and judged according 
to the methods and statutes defined above. It is ordered by the King that all 
liayors, Sheriffs, Justices of the peace, Constables and Bailiffs of cities, 
towns and villages are to maintain the vin'isses.*° Also, the items written 
above are to be observed on the King's behalf, so that any man who acts to a 
greater or lesser extent against the statute by word, advice, help or favour, 
will be taken and imprisoned as a dispiser of the King's commandment. And he 
is not to be released from prison until it is ordered by the King or by his 
writ >! Any man that takes fines in the King's name without vermission shall 
be vunished as a felon: 


2° 


635 gallons make a hogshead, 126 gallons make a pipe. For cauging a tun by the 
gallon of ingland, 252 gallons make a tun. 


A hogshead poe 
A pipe A ton 
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( Part 4.) 


Justicia tua domine justicia eternum et lex tua veritas 


Justicia tua dite et resnum judicium tuum......... 


Aequalis nonderis erunt omnia Sbxodi xxx 

Statera justa et qua sint vondera?8™ fauus que sextarius 

Non habebis in sacculo diversa pnondera majus et minus levit xix* 
Nec erit in domo tua modius major et minor pondus habebis justum 
et verum et modius equalis et verus erit tibi deut'nom ii xxv* 
OT, 526 byes te 6 ep eye Nha Se faisre ane sietare © sare Sietetel ete sy eceveesees Saniens ii 


justicia tua domine justicia in eternum et lex tua veritas. 

As god hath called you to his gr'ie we have admitted you i ys 

place one of o' councell to oe therfore do iustice to noore and riche 
and here the noore before the riche for our honor w'ch iS e-eccees 

to you sreate succor in tyme of nede. 


By the discretion & Ordinannce of o' soveraigne Lorde ye kinge & of his 
lordes sp'uall & te'vall w'th ye comons of ye same his realme of ingland. 
of all man' of weight & measure yt was made by ye grayne of wheate. 

That is to understande yt xxxii graynes of wheat taken out of ye 

middest of ye yeare weieth a starlinge otherwise called a venny & 

xx starlinge maketh an once. And xii onces maketh a li of troy 

weight for sylv' golde, breade and measure with half an unce w'ch 

weight maketh a vynte of wheate & ii pynte maketh a quarte 

and ii quartes maketh a pottell. And ii pottells maketh a gallon 

&vii gallons maketh a Busshell of wheat and nother heane nor 

cancell to be striken w'th a raysinge strike and viii busshells 

maketh a quarter striken with a raysinge strike & nother heape ne 
cancell. The same tyme ordayned yt xvi onces of troye maketh ye 

haver de vrose a li. for to by & sell spice by to be devided from ye most 
pte to the least, that is to saie, ye unce and a li for garbeling a li, 
ii li, iii li, iiii li viii 1i and no further of old tyme called ye stone of London. 
the C is trew at this daie v score for ye C as it apereth in magna 

carta Anno xiiii B iii* Cap* xii. Anno vii h vii C iii. 


The clerke of the market of the kings howsholde & thorough 

all the realme of Englande shall do and execute his office when 

so ev' he will in Cyties, Borowes and in Townes uppvon all 

maner of weight an measures, vytellars artificers, forstallers 

and regrators as well w'th in liberties as w'th out no franches broken 
but asisted by his p'sens in as large forme as yt was ordeyned by 

any other kinges tymes past for the comon weale accordinge to ye 
statutes heretofore made. This clarke shall ponishe all suche 
tresnassors and disebediens that this myseuse of cyses agenst ye 

kings statutes olde or new that do the offende the kings p'clamacon. 
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(Latin banner at tov of picture) 


Your justice Lord, is eternal justice, and your law is truth. 
Your justice is riches and your kingdom is the seat of justice. 


Everyone shall have equal weichts. Exodus 580 het the scales ve just and 

the weights of the law fair and the lawgiver be without oias. You shall not 

have in your vourse different weizhts, heavy and light .>* Leviticus 105 

Nor shall there ve in your house a larger and a smaller measure. You shall 

have a just and true weight and your measure shall be fair and true. Deut'uy 25. 
Your justice Lord, is eternal justice, and your law is truth. 


As God nas called you to his grace, so we have admitted you into this vlace 
as one of our council, therefor do justice to the voor and the rich. And hear 
the voor before you listen to the rich for our honour which is a creat confort 


in time of need. 


By the discretion and ordinance of our Sovereign Lord the Kinz, and of his 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal? with the Commons of England, all the weichts 
and measures were to be based on the grain of wheat. That is to say that 52 
crains of wheat taken out of the middle of the ear weish a sterling, other- 
wise called a penny. And 20 sterlings make an ounce. And 12 ounces make a 
pound 37 of froy weight for weighing silver, gold and bread; and 124 ounces 

is the weight of a vint of wheat; and 2 pints make a quart; and 2 quarts make 
a pottell; and 2 vottells make a gallon; and 3 gallons make a bushel of wheat 
when it is neither heaped up nor diminished, out is striken with a razin- 
stroke; And 3 bushels make a auarter struck with a razing stroke and neither 
heaped up nor diminished. At the same time it was ordered that 16 ounces Troy 
mace an Avoirdupois pound, for buying and selling spice. When selling snvices 
an allowance of 1 ounce is to be added per pound for zarbellince® or waste, 
whether buying or selling large or small auantities up to 8 nounds which used 
to be called the stone of London? The hundredweight weighs the same today as 
it did in iiagna Carta, that is 100 vounds.” 

14th Edward IIIs reign, Chapter 12. 7th year Ilenr 


Chane 5- 


The Clerk of the liarket of the King's Household, and Clerks throuchout the 
Realm of England are to carry out their duties wherever they wish in Cities, 
Boroughs and in Towns, and check all kinds of weights and measures, Victuallers, 
craftsmen, forestallers and regraters. iis authority covers inside and outsiée 
the Liberties”! as long as no franchises are broken.** ie shall be helped by 

as many assistants as were ordered by previous Hines for the common cood, * 
according to the statutes previously made. This Clerk shall Punish all those 
who disobey or misuse the king's statutes, old or new, or who Aisobey the 

King's proclamation. 
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( Part 5.) 


Too half ousshells maketh one busshell, weh conteyneth in weight 1.li, 
weh is in mesure lx iii 


pyntes ther is vroved troy & haver de nause for one weisht and one 


mesure, after viii C unces 
the halfe hundred weh conteyneth xvi C.li. in csolde as it avereth by 


the Bakers sise boke when a q'tter 

of wheate is at vs the vennye = loffe weieth viii li. vi viii d. then 
have ye iiii score & iiii loves 

of that quarter there is ye weight 


‘and number. viii busshells for ye quater raced to be strekyn wth a 
raced strike nother heape 

nor cancell for to be a quarter And that q'ter of wheat conteyneth in 
weight iiii C weight. 

And who yt taketh more then viii busshells striken for a quarter shall 
forfitt ye Corne to ye king. 


half a busshell 


ve a welehe 


A busshell viii C unces half a C weight 


A quarter conteyneth CCCC li. 
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2 half bushels make 1. bushel, which contains SO pounds in weight and 
measures Oo4 vints. It is proved that Troy and Avoirdunois coincide for one 


weizht and one measure, because 300 ounces of wheat have the same volume 

a ° . + . ° i i eae etme 
as 1600 nounds of cold.4# As it avpears in the baker's assizse book 
nr A EES een eaten = Rots 


when 
OS et 
a quarter of wheat costs 5 shillines*®® the penny 


loaf weischs 3 vounds, and 
his costs are o shillings and 6 vence. Thus from a cuarter you set o& loaves*® 
6 bushels make a quarter when it is neither heaved un nor diminished, but 
is striken with a razing stroke, and it contains by weight 4 hundredweicht. 
Anyone who divides a quarter into more than 8 bushels shall forfeit the corn 
to the King. 


Half a bushel 
25 pounds in weirht 


A bushel 500 ounces ia@lf a hundredweight 


A quarter contains 400 pounds. 
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( Part 6.) 
foo pens halveny the viii pte of an unce 
ES 
ffyve pens wch conteyneth the iiii th.vote of an unce 
a ttm 


Tenne peny weight conteyneth half an unce 


ANHO! 13 oth ts gk Cap x 

Also yt nether goldsmith ne other shall melt penne halpnenne nor ffarthinge 
Up on paine of forferting ye quadruple ........ccceccecces moneye ever 
SPCR RS eee se reese renesesseressecccosscccsevese fOr ye Use of our realme 


Twentie pence ye unce of troye wch is for sylver & zolde & brede & all other 

Manner of wares for one unce and one venne. The same tyme ordayned xii unces 

of troy to be for xxs sterling after xx pens ye unce and xii for ye pound 
weight. 


weh is xls coyne at this daie wch is iiii ryalls of olde tyme 
called iiii nobles the wch weight standeth at this tyme for the sise of 
the Baker and other sises. 


This booke enacted and 
confirmed the xii yere of 


henry the Seventhe 


whose soule God perdon. 
a ee ee 


These personnes followinge 
wer commanded by the 

kinge to sytte judiciallie as 
Comissioners upon the saide 
acts of his howse of Assises 


The Bysshopve of Landaf 
The Lorde Broke Steward 
of the kinses howse. Syr 
Rychard Gylforde Comv- 


troller of the same 
Rendall Lorde of seynt 
Johns. Syr John Rylley 


Knight. The clerke of 
market Broke. 


1) 


(Part 6.) 


Two and a half vence is the eirhth vart of an ounce. 
bal Eaten sn al act angst IE «8 aa En a hitachi = bP ES” PTS = 2" Se ed a 


Five vence is a auarter of an ounce. 
oie ence +5 6 Gvarver of an ounce. 


Ten pennyweight is half an ounce. 


4th year iienry IVs reign, Chanter 10 


Also, neither a goldsmith nor any other verson shall melt vennies, half- 
pennies nor farthings, upon pain of forfeiting four times :..:.. money ever 
Pim SeR RS sen deb neencevessisseeees £0" the use of our Realm.*’ 


20 vennies are an ounce Troy which is for silver, sold and bread, but all 
other goods are to be weirhed with one ounce and one venny. The same order 
stated that 12 ounces Troy were to be 20 shillinss sterling because 20 
pennies are an ounce and 12 ounces are a pound .* Also, 40 shillings coin 
today is equal to 4 Ryalls of olden times called liobles, which is the weirht 


standing today for the assize of the Baker and other assizes.?° 


This book was enacted and confirmed 
in the 12th year of ilenry XiIs 
reign, whose soul God vardon. 


The following peovle were 
commanded by the King to sit 
judicially as commissioners of 
the said Acts of his Court of 
Assizes :- 


The Bishopv of Llandaff. 

The Lord Broke Steward of the 
King's Household, >! 

Sir Rychard Gylforde Comvtroller 
of the King's iousehold. 

Rendall, Lord of St. John's. 

Sir John Rylley, night. FE 


The Clerk of the lwarket Broke. 
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( Part 7.) 


Twelve unces and a half conteyneth a pynte of mesure for wheat and wyne ye same tyme 
that viii pyntes of wheat maketh ye callon for the busshell the weh conteyneth 
iii score & 


iiii pyntes raysed for a busshell. The same time ordeyned iii Barle cornes 


vaketh an 
ynche iiii wheat craynes ater ye ynche xii ynches maketh ye foote 
thre fote maketh the yvyarde xvi foote and a_half- 


maketh the rodde to measure lande by. 


The quarte wch conteyneth ii vynte in weight xxv unc'. Too vyntes maketh on ouarte 
for wyne and Ale. 
ee ee ee 


fforstaller and 
regrat' of markett 


and feyres and 


: O greets = ars 
vittelars AP ie t. 


Too quarts makith one pottell for wine & ale wch conteyneth 

iiii li and ii onces in weight. The cyse of a taverner he shall selle 
his wynes at ye signement of ye Clerke of ye market or ye mayer 

or hedde officers of ye towne or Cittie and yt _ he excesse not 

uppvon payne of imp's'oment that is to saie. yt he sell no secly wyne 
upon sealinge up his doore and his wyne to be cast owt in the 


stret. And he to caine in ev'y gallon white & redde iid in 


the gallon and iiiid in all manner of swete wynes. And yt itt 


be trewlie gaged by ye officers of ye towne & yt it be tasted. 


Too pottellis maketh a gallon for wyne 
and Ale wch conteyneth a C unces of troy 


viii of thes maketh ye standerd of wynchester busshell. 


xxSweicht maketh a Tonne that is a Carte loade 
xl rodde in lenght maketh an acre and iiii rodde of bredth. 
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(Part 7.) 


124 ounces equal a pint measure for wheat and wine. At the same time 8 
pints of wheat make a gallon, and 64 pints, razed, make a oushel. The 
same statute ordered that 3 barley corns make an inch. 4 wheat crains 
make an inch. 12 inches make a foot. 5 feet make a yard. 16 


a rod for measuring land. 


2 pints make a 


ounceS. 


The quart, which contains 2 vints 
quart for wine and ale. 


(Caption of victure) 


Forestaller and rerrater 
of market and fairs, 
and victuallers. 


4th year Edward IIIs reien. 


2 quarts make a pottell for wine and ale. and it weighs 


4 pounds 2 ounces. The assize of a Taverner is that 


he shall sell wine under licence from the Clerk of the 


arket or the layor or Head Officers of tne Town or 


City. The taverner must not dilute his wine to excess, 


uvon vain of imprisonment. That is to say he must not 


Sell weak wine®%or his door Will be sealed un and his 


wine thrown out into the gutter. tHe may make a vrofit 


on every gallon of white or red wine, of 2 vence ver 
gallon, and a vrofit of nence per gallon for all 
kinds of sweet wine. The wine is to be truly caured 
and tasted by the Cfficers of the Town. 


e pottells make a gallon for wine and ale and they 
weigh 100 Troy ounces. 6 of them make a standard 


Winchester bushel. 


20 hundredweight makes a ton, that is a cartload. 40 rods in 
length by rods in breadth make an acre. 


Interpretation by Michael and Diana Crawforth. August 1977. 
tiembers of the International Society of Antique Scale Collectors. 


We would be pleased to hear from anyone who can offer an alternative 
interpretation, or who can throw more light on any of these obscure 
matters. 


54 
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NOTES Ci The InTERPReTATION 


1. 
ae 


Wn WW 
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29. 
506 


Artificer = craftsman. Victualler =-handler and seller of food. 

Riot Act = an Act of Parliament empowering officers of the Court 

to take action to vrevent riot. 

king's Howsholde = vrobably means Parliament, which still meets in 
‘The House' ( of Commons and of Lords.) 

Farthing = derived from four-thing. i.e. a quarter of a penny. 

At an earlier date, a venny weighed a pennyweisht which gave rise to 

the name of the unit of weight. At the time of the document a penny 

is said to have weizhed only 123 srains. The venny in the document 

is given as 52 grains, and the modern unit of weight, the nennyweichty 

is 24 grains. } 

Realm = Kingdon. 

Sterling = the old name for a silver penny, said to be derived from 

an earlier turopean coin from the east - an Easterling. 

The samples would have been checked for quality and vrice. 

The Seal was a symbol, or badge of office, and would have been used 
to authorise documents etc. 

Lvry = livery or uniform. The line over the letters = abbreviation. 

Part of the Tower of London complex was used as a vrison, other varts 

housed the King, the Royal Mint etc. 

In great = wholesale. 

Lese = lose. i.e. fined. 

Razed = a term used when measuring dry goods in a container, for 

levelling the contents with a straight wooden striker. 

Guarter = a volumetric measure eauivalent to 400 pounds of wheat, 

ise. 3 bushels. A quarter of a Chaldron. 

Cyse = assize. Law avplying to crafts and trades. Offenders were 

tried at the Court of Assizes. 

tolle dishe = a measure used by a miller for his tithe of flour 

recieved as payment for grinding corn for others. 

excisenot = possibly an instruction not to dilute his wheat with 

rye, beans, peas or oats. i.e. excess-not. 

liyinge, lowinre = possibly a tolerance allowed. 

He was allowed to take a portion of meat in payment for slaughtering 

other peoples animals. 

Garbelde = garbeled. Garbelling was cleaning, sorting or picking 

out the waste part in sugar, spice etc. 

wete = cow. 

Tallow chaundler = candle maker. 

Collier = coal merchant. a 'naile' = 1/16th of a yard. 

the dimensions are for the cloth before it is made into a sack. 

Cordenar = cordwainer. a shoemaker. 

Tawyer = a tanner. 

Possibly an instruction not to engage in commercial transactions, 

as done in the Exchange. 

Barbers were surseons also, and they performed operations, bleeding 
etc, as well as shaving and cutting hair. 

Forstalle = to buy before the market is open. 

Regrate = to buy and re-sell within the same market. 

Secunde hande = used here to mean goods resold by a ‘middle man' 

at an increased price. 

Amerced = fined by the Court. 

Pin isses = the line above the letters indicates abbreviation. 

We think‘nunishments' is the correct interpretation. 
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1. Writ = a letter of authorisation. 

e@. Felon = one who commits a crime in derree below vetty-treason. 

3. we cannot find this in sxodus 30. 

4. This refers to the maloractice of using heavy weichts to buy with 
and light weights to sell by. 

35-~ ilow the House of Lords, comprising the Archbishons and Bishovs of 

the Church of England, and hereditary and life Peers. 

36. ilow the House of Commons. 

37+ li = abbreviation for 'livre' , a pound. 

38. see note 19. 

39- The Stone of London equalled 8 vounds and was used for meat, etc. 

4O,. Score = 20. 

41. Liberties = areas governed by civil Magistrates. 

42. Franchises = priveleges or exemptions from the ordinary jurisdiction, 


and sometimes meant an immunity from the common tributes, tolls & taxes. 


43. Weale = well being, good. 

44. We are not very confident of this interpretation. 

4S. The shilling was first coined in 1504, seven years later than the 
apparent date of the cdocument. However, for about 200 years voefore 
1504 the shilling was used as a unit of account. 

46, 6s..8d is 4 pence short of the 7s obtained from selling 84 loaves. 
This 4 pence was the profit on a quarter of wheat, which the baker 
was permitted to make. He was also allowed to have 2 loaves for his 
own use, out of every quarter. 

47, At the time these coins were all made of silver. 

48. i.e. 21 pennyweichts, the equivalent of 1 ounce Avoircupois, at 
that date. 

49, 240 pennies eaualled one pound right up to decimalisation in 1°70. 

50. We do not understand this. 

51. Broke = an early meaning was 'safe', so perhaps the vost was 
concerned with security in its widest sense. The Clerk of the Market 
Broke would then have been a Warden in modern terms. 
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